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“The source of social and political wealth 
begins in the primary resource sector 
and unless you build on the primary 
resource, you have no country.”

- Rex Murphy
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• For 76 years, OFIA has been 
building on Canada’s oldest 
primary sector – forestry

• Our members leave their hats at 
the door

• Committed to the sustainability 
of one of Ontario’s only 
naturally renewable resources

Growing a Stronger, Greener Ontario
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OFIA’s Board of Directors



• Positions and recommendations 
are developed by over 35 
members and professional 
foresters, working to ensure 
government policy supports the 
sector, as a whole

Growing a Stronger, Greener Ontario
4

OFIA’s Woodlands Committee



Return on Investment
The people of Ontario are 
the landowners of our 
managed Crown forests.



Regional Deputy Grand Council Chief Ed Wawia
Speaking at OFIA’s 76th Annual Meeting & Convention

“Everything we do in the 
forest, is for the good of the 
forest. We’re not out there to 
kill the forest and to 
eventually end up without a 
forest. We’re there to make 
sure the forest keeps 
producing forever and ever.”



71 Million hectares of forest.

45 Million hectares of managed 
Crown forests. 

1.6 Million hectares of natural 
disturbance.

0.1 Million hectares of forests 
harvested annually.

We harvest so little of Ontario’s Crown forests…

Footprint of Ontario’s Forest Sector:

The sector harvests 0.2% percent annually, and we 
can do better. Policy barriers continue to prevent 

the sector from growing.

5,000
Million m3 in growing stock (trees 
on the stump) within managed 
Crown forests.

41 Million m3 in annual forest 
growth.  

15
Million m3 harvested by the forest 
sector in 2016.

Ontario’s Growing Stock:
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…And the Benefits are So Great

✓ Provides well-paying jobs for 150,000 people in 
every region of the province

✓ Generates $15.5 billion of economic activity

✓ Exports have increased from ~$4 billion in 2011 
to almost $5 billion in 2013. In 2015, 
manufactured forest product sales increased 
more than $1 billion dollars over the year 
before, and our exports of forest products have 
increased each year since 2012 – with the total 
value of our wood product exports more than $6 
billion in 2015

Source: Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, 2017
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We Can Do Better

Benchmarking Against Other 
Jurisdictions: How Does Ontario 

Compare?

Finland Area

Ontario Area

Quebec Area

Ontario 2016
Harvest

Quebec 2016
Harvest

Finland 2016
Harvest

Finland 2025
Target

0.3 Million km2

Ontario is 3x larger than Finland, yet harvests 80% less.

80 Million m3

1 Million km2

15 Million m3

30 Million m3

70 Million m3

1.6 Million km2
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Area of
Ontario

Area of Finland Ontario
Harvest (2013)

Finland
Harvest (2013)

Finland Target
2025

... and Finland's government 
has approved a strategy to 
increase forest growth and 
sustainable harvesting to 

80 million m3 by 2025!

ONTARIO IS 3x LARGER THAN FINLAND…
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So What’s Holding Ontario Back?

Wood Supply Isn’t Shrinking Because We Are “Running out of Trees”

Despite an Increasing Total Volume, We are Seeing a Continual Decline in Available Harvest Volume over Time
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Opportunity to 
Reverse the Trend



Shrinking Wood Supply = Lost Jobs
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Her Worship Wendy Landry
Speaking at OFIA’s 76th Annual Meeting & Convention

“I am huge on relationships 
and I think that when you 
have the relationships with 
our municipalities and those 
in the forestry sector, I think 
then that you collaborate and 
you have a trusting 
relationship moving forward 
to advocate for each other.”



How Do We Reverse the Trend?
Building on Relationships
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"A provincial forestry strategy is an 
important first step in unleashing the 

potential of Ontario's forest industry. We 
are creating the conditions that help the 

forestry industry to innovate, attract 
investment and create jobs and prosperity 
for the North and for all communities that 

depend on the sector. Working together 
with industry stakeholders we will send a 
message to the world that Ontario is open 

for business.“
Jeff Yurek, Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry 

(Former)

September 27, 2018

OFIA’s Forestry Advocacy Day 

at Queen’s Park
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Working Together Delivers
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Opportunity to Reverse the Trend

• Development of this Pathway 
document reflects the collective 
experience and the common goals of 
OFIA’s 35-plus member companies

• Ontario Forestry Strategy Goal: 
setting a realistic timber production   
target of 30 million m3/year



A Proposed Forestry Strategy Pathway

Developing an Ontario 
Forestry Strategy Vision:

Making Ontario a competitive 
jurisdiction and unlocking the 
potential of Ontario’s forestry 
sector through the increased 

and sustainable use of 
Ontario’s renewable forest 

resource.

Objectives:

1.Providing a guaranteed 
wood supply to the sector.

2.Creating a more 
competitive business 
environment.

3.Increasing customers and 
market access.

4.Supporting innovation, 
investment, and 
jobs/labour. 

Strategic Actions:

• Practical actions that 
result in increased 
consistent access to 
allocated wood supply, 
on-the-ground 
improvements, and a 
more competitive 
jurisdiction.

Indicators:

• Developing criteria 
and indicators that will 
help measure 
achievements.

• What will success look 
like and how will we 
measure it?
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“As we develop this forestry 
strategy we’re going to have to 
make sure that we have an 
adequate wood supply to 
supply the existing mills, let 
alone new or re-opening mills. 
That’s something that we’re 
definitely focused upon.” 
(March 22, 2019, Thunder Bay)

Ontario – A Place to Grow

Honourable John Yakabuski
Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry
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Make Your Voice Count
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If we don’t speak up, others are speaking for us…



…and raising significant funds in the process
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This Just In…
An Opportunity to Have Your Voice Heard
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His Worship Roger Sigouin
Speaking at OFIA’s 76th Annual Meeting & Convention

“We want to be at the table. We want to 
be able to be a tool for our community, 
for our industry, for our way of life. To 
work together and I think that’s our 
role.”



We Must Continue to Work 
Together to Ensure:

• That the outcome of the Provincial Forestry Strategy is increased access to 
Ontario’s renewable Crown forests so we can grow opportunities in 
Northern and Rural Ontario

• Public policy supports growing Ontario’s renewable sector – forestry

• Governments hear our voice and work with us to grow opportunities in 
Northern and Rural Ontario

• Responses are filed with the Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR) on key 
issues that could negatively impact wood supply

• That before implementing any tools within the Federal SARA or Provincial 
ESA, government commits to conducting socio-economic impact 
assessment and share analysis with stakeholders and Indigenous 
communities
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Reversing the Trend – A Call to Action



OFIA is one call away…

Only together, can we grow Ontario’s renewable 
primary sector - forestry
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